
 

   

CVHS is a 501(c)3 non -profit organiza-
tion whose mission is to ensure the 
humane treatment of domestic animals 

and promote the advancement of animal 
welfare.   

CVHS serves the animals, residents and 
communities of Washington and Orange 

Counties in Vermont  

New Opportunities for Teaching People & Their Dogs  

 

 

For Shelter Dogs  

 Making the best adoption matches means knowing everything we 

can about the dogs in our care.  Our new Adoption Center in East 

Montpelier has just the right amount of space for dog behavioral 

evaluations and working on training goals.   

 Every dog in our care receives a behavioral evaluation prior to 

becoming available for adoption.  This helps us learn the dogôs 

strengths, preferences, and areas needing work.  A plan is made for 

staff and volunteers to work to improve each dogôs skills in order to 

make better adoption matches. 

        For Community Dogs  

 With a new drop ceiling, improved lighting, and a fresh 

coat of paint, our Training Room is receiving lots of use!  We 

are offering a variety of dog classes on a rotating schedule to 

community members.   

          Thereôs something for everyone!  We offer Puppy 

Classes, Good Manners I & II, Agility, and lots more!  We 

are often able to offer single class specialized workshops 

for dogs with special interests, such as ñCome When 

Calledò and ñZen Dogs.ò  Visit our website to view up-

coming classes. 

Below: Octoberôs Puppy Class with 

Kas Fleury Graduates with Honors! Above: Staff Member 

Jamie evaluates Ruth 
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Executive Directorôs Note 

 There are a lot of dogs in this issue of the Gazette. It is not that we like dogs better. In fact, we generally 

house and care for more cats than we do dogs in the shelter. We adore cats, really. It is just that when we talk 

about issues of training and behavior, we think dogs. But wait: cats are trainable also! For example, we have a 

staff member who has trained her cat to jump onto a stool, stand up on two paws and spin. Another has 

taught her two young cats to operate a wooden doggie brain puzzle by sliding open a cover to find a treat. 

What dogs and cats have in common is that they all benefit from the relationship building that comes from 

the interaction of training.  

 What is training? Training is learning to follow instructions. Sit. Stay. Lie down. Fetch. It is also learning 

to learn. And between humans and critters it is learning to communicate. Most of us donôt care if our pets win 

obedience awards. But we do care that our dogs can walk down the dog-friendly streets of Montpelier so that 

we can share and enjoy our special quality of life here together. Or that our cats come 

out from under the bed and sit on our laps while we read or watch TV. Happy, well ad-

justed animals help people be happy as their caretakers. Well adjusted animals also 

stay in their homes and are given up to shelters less often. 

 Central Vermont, you have given the animals in our community a very special 

gift this year of a new shelter and the resources such as training, to help save more 

lives. We are very grateful for your support and wish you and all of your human and 

animal family Wonderful Holidays and a Happy New Year.  
Mary Taylor 

Find Your Lost Pet  

CVHS receives hundreds of stray pets every year.  Understanding why pets get lost and 

what to do when theyôre lost is critical to getting them home.  Please enjoy the tips below: 

Why Pets Stray  

Í Pets will flee from their 
comfort zones, such as a back 
yard, when frightened (i.e. by 

thunderstorms or fireworks). 

Í Gardeners, workmen, kids, 
and guests may leave gates 

and doors open. 

Í If a pet sneaks out the 
door and is rewarded by hav-
ing a great adventure, they 
may be more likely to try to 

get out again. 

Í One of the most common 
reasons a pet will stray from 
home is because it isn't 
spayed or neutered and is 
looking for another dog or cat 

with which to mate. 

Act Fast  

Í If youôve lost your pet, be sure to leave a lost report and current 
photo of your pet with CVHS, your local town clerk, law enforce-
ment, Animal Control Officers and Veterinarians, and check in with 

them frequently. 

Í Post lost pet flyers and tell everyone in your neighborhood, es-

pecially your mail carrier and newspaper delivery person. 

Í Check the "found" ads and take out a "lost" ad with The World, 

Froggy 100.9, 107.1, or other local news agencies. 

Í Post and search for your lost pet on www.craigslist.org 

Í Actively look around your neighborhood at dawn and dusk (the 

times lost pets are most active).  Leave food and water outside. 

Í Don't give up; some pets are found after months and months of 

searching! 

Í When your pet returns, be sure to give him lots of rewards and 

praise to connect coming home with good things. 
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Your Petôs Ticket Home 

Collars & Tags  

Your dog or cat should always wear a collar 
with current rabies tag and I.D. tag with 
your present address and phone number. 
Make sure that the veterinary office where 
your pet received its last rabies vaccination 
has your current address and phone num-

ber, too. 

Microchips  

In addition to wearing current tags, con-
sider having your pet microchipped. If your 
pet ever loses her collar and I.D. tags, her 
microchip I.D. will help finders return her to 

you.  Theyôre available at CVHS! 

2011 Microchip Clinics  

CVHS microchips pets for the public at our 
Adoption Center!  A low cost of $25 per pet 

includes lifetime registration with free   

Internet updates.   

Every Thursday from 3pm to 5pm  

Every Saturday from 1pm to 3pm  

Canôt make it to a clinic?  Call CVHS for a 

private appointment: 476-3811 x101 

Update Your Petôs Microchip 

If You Have:  

Moved 

Changed Your Phone Number 

Changed Your Petôs Name 

Decided Your Dogôs Breed is Pit 

Bull instead of Pomeranian 

Then itôs time to update your petôs      
microchip information!  Contact your   
microchip company to verify your infor-

mation today.   

Parents of animals microchipped at 
CVHS should visit:  

www.24petwatch.com  

to update their contact information.  

Special Thanks  

to SPC Eric Hutchins  
 Boxes of donations keep arriving at our 

Adoption Center!  SPC Eric Hutchins of 

Graniteville, VT is thinking of the animals 

while serving in the Vermont National Guard 

in Afghanistan.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Most recently, CVHS Volunteers assembled 

a brand new outdoor seating and storage unit 

and unpacked boxes of special veterinary      

supplies for the medical team.   

 By contacting manufacturers directly, SPC 

Hutchins is working to solicit donations 

straight from the source.  ñI will volunteer as 

soon as Iôm home,ò he emails CVHS, though he 

doesnôt know exactly when that will be.  ñI 

want to help you help the animals!ò   

WISH LIST 

You can help the animals by supplying us 

with some items from our Wish List:  

Digital Camera and Photo Printer 

Postage Stamps and Office Supplies 

Paw Safe Ice Melt 

Plastic Storage Containers & Shelving Units 

Additional Items are listed on our Website! 
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Jamieôs ñFaveò 

      Staff at CVHSôs Adoption Center really love the          

animals.  Providing daily care can build deep and lasting 

bonds between the animal and the caregiver.  Jamie and Her-

cules, pictured together in Hubbard Park, have one of those 

extra special bonds. 

         Hercules has been a important daily companion 

for Jamie, our Dog Adoption Counselor.  He has been 

patiently awaiting adoption for several months.  A neu-

tered, one year old American Staffordshire Terrier mix, 

Hercules has a fun and goofy personality that is en-

joyed by everyone who meets him. 

 Jamie spends her time off taking long walks and 

playing training games with Hercules.  Her dedication 

to and love for this special dog will help Hercules find 

exactly the right home any day!   

 Watching special animals find new homes is 

      often bittersweet for our Adoption Counselors.                

      We wouldnôt have it any other way! 

   

Waiting for the Right Match  

  

 Many animals at CVHS are adopted immediately once they become available for adoption.  

Others may wait a few days or a few weeks.  Sometimes it can take a few months for a perfect match to 

visit the Adoption Center.  CVHS has no limit to how long an animal can be available for adoption.  We 

give all healthy, adoptable pets the opportunity to meet their perfect match.  Staff and volunteers work 

extra hard to make sure long-term residents receive lots of love and attention while they wait.  The 

time is often spent working on developing good manners and learning basic training. 

Above: Kenny, Jethro, and Trista are all long-term 
residents looking for forever homes at CVHS. 

Below: Patience paid off for Max and Ruby 
who found perfect new families this Fall.  
While waiting, Ruby enjoyed intensive train-
ing to prepare her for a new home. 
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East Montpelier Rescue  

   

Donations Needed  

Donations of all sizes may be marked 
ñSpecial Needs Fundò to help provide for 

the care of these and other special pets.   

  
Rescued Pets  

 

  Pomeranians:  

 Pear Blossom*** 

 Posey*** 

 Daffodil 

  Pugs:  

 Flower** 

 Poppy** 

 Dahlia 

 Puppies, Mario & Luigi 

 Rose and her ñPug-a-Pomò Puppies: 

  Ricky, Randy, Richard 

  Cats:  

 Merrell* and her kittens: 

  Teva, Ugg*, Keene, Nike* 

 

Sponsors Needed: *$250, **$300, ***$500  

 

 

 Itôs in the news!  Many of you have heard about the 17 animals seized from 

an East Montpelier home this November.  CVHS is assisting the State Police 

investigation by providing care for the animals pending a hearing to determine 

permanent custody.   

Above: Luigi was within days of risking losing an   
eye from an ulcerated infection.  CVHS provided 
emergency medical care and he is healthy and enjoy-
ing playing with his brother, Mario, in foster care.  

 We are extremely grateful for the outpouring of 

support we have experienced from you, our commu-

nity of animals lovers.  So far you have donated 

over $5,000.oo to help care for the needs of 

these animals.   Their medical needs are varied and 

include skin and other infections, ulcers, hernias, se-

vere dental disease, and more.   

 As we wait for a final custody determination, we 

estimate that CVHSôs total costs of providing care will 

exceed $10,000.   Seven of the dogs still need impor-

tant surgeries.  Donations of $250 and more are 

needed to sponsor the Special Needs of each of the 

animals from this rescue.   

 Stay tunedðwatch our website for updates about 

the animals as the case proceeds.  Please contact Anne 

if you are able to sponsor one or more of the animals 

at the levels listed below left.               

 476-3811 x103, or anne@cvhumane.com. 
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Stock your freezer with marrow bones, Kongs, and 

other food toys stuffed with peanut butter, canned dog 

food, yogurt and more, to have plenty of things to keep 

your dog busy.  Give your dog a new or favorite toy to en-

joy while you have guests.  Have small pieces of tasty 

treats on hand at all times to reward your dog when she 

shows good manners around your guests. 

Dogs do not need to be a 

part of the crazy greetings 

people do at front doors. The 

chaos of a door greeting can 

bring out unwanted behavior 

such as jumping or mouthing. 

Instead, give your dog some-

thing yummy to chew on and 

have the dog wait in its crate or 

a different room in the house 

until your guests are situated. Prepare NOW for Success  
 

Every single interaction you have with your dog 
is a training opportunity.  Your dog needs to hear 

from you what he needs to do.   

Reward good behaviors and lack of bad behav-
iors (Give treats when sitting but also when not 

jumping and not barking) 

Ignore Bad Behaviors (barking/jumping, etc.) 

Give your dog good food, good exercise and good 

love! 

Enroll in a CVHS Good Manners Class Today! 

Contact our Training Team  
476-3811 x113  

training@cvhumane.com                                                                                                                                   

 

Dogs & 

Doorbells  

  

Treats & 

Toys  

Good Manners with House Guests  

Having guests in your home can be stressful for  
everyone!  Help your dog learn Good Manners now 

to prepare your dog for when it really matters.  

When your guests are ready to meet your 

dog, ask them to help your dog practice 

good manners.  All four of your dogôs feet 

should be on the ground before your guest pets 

her.  If your dog attempts to jump, have your guests turn 

their backs and even walk a short distance away. You may 

have to repeat this behavior sev-

eral times if your dog is an ex-

treme jumper.  

 

Good 

Greetings  


